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Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Do we use the CSTAG for every student that says they’re going to do something

harmful?  Use the same discretion you would when your TAT is determining possible threat.  It

is very important not to confuse discipline with threats, as you need to continue to handle

discipline issues according to the Code of Student Conduct.

2. Do we use all of these forms for every threat assessment case?  No.  Transient cases are

documented with only a few pages (Student Intake Form, Interview(s), Key Observations, Threat

Conclusion), whereas only very serious substantive threats are likely to use all of the forms.  In

large samples, approximately 75% of cases are transient and fewer than 10% are very serious

substantive threats.  Complete what is needed for the team to adequately determine if a threat is

transient, serious or very serious.

3. Do we complete every section of each form used?  No.  These forms are intended as guidelines

to help you consider the most likely aspects of the case, but you will use your judgement as to

what is appropriate for your assessment and intervention.

4. Who completes the forms?  Threat assessment is a team process and can be documented by any

member of the team.  A transient threat might be handled by just one team member (preferably in

consultation with at least one other team member), whereas a substantive threat will likely engage

several team members.

5. How does discipline relate to threat assessments?  Use the Student Code of Conduct to address

disciplinary action.  “It is important to distinguish between the seriousness of a threat and the

seriousness of a discipline violation.  Do not classify a threat as substantive merely because the

behavior is a serious discipline violation.” (D. Cornell, CSTAG: Intervention and Support to

Prevent Violence, pg. 23-24).  Refer to your manual for further information and examples.

6. Who do I share CSTAG assessments with?  1) Director of School Safety, 2) Grade Level

Director, 3) Director of Student Services, 4) Coordinator of Mental Health, and (for ESE/504
students only) Coordinator of Behavior Interventions, 5) Assistant to Coordinator of Mental
Health. All TA’s should be shared via SharePoint in Office 365.

7. What do we do if the CSTAG result is deemed No Threat or Transient?  Share assessment as

directed in question 6.  No Threat and Transient Threats are NOT REQUIRED to be filed in the

black folder of the student cumulative record, but they are required to be submitted to the district.

8. What is required to be filed in the black folder of the student cumulative record?  All

Serious and Very Serious Substantive Threat assessments, to include the Mental Health

Assessment completed by the school psychologist, if applicable.  Student Success and Safety

Plans also need to be filed in black folder of the student cumulative record.

9. Whose responsibility is it to notify school personnel about reporting threat incidents?

SB 7030 requires school principals to notify all school personnel of their responsibilities to report

any incident that pose a threat to school safety to the principal or to his/her designee, and that the

disposition of each such incident is properly documented.




